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Electric co-ops gather for national confab

The National Electrification Administration (NEA) and the 109 electric cooperatives nationwide are set to gather for the Annual Conference and Recognition at the Radisson Blu Hotel in Cebu City on April 27-29, 2011 with the theme, “Power Lives On . . . Through Competition”.

“This three-day conference aims to affirm the Rural Electrification Program achievements, highlighting the competitive advantage and value of the NEA-EC partnership; to reinforce the importance of generation, transmission and distribution aspects of the energy sector in support of the ECs operational performance and viability; to strengthen ECs’ as business institutions through good governance; and to recognize excellence and outstanding practices of best performing ECs”, said Administrator Edita S. Bueno.

Senator Francis G. Escudero will grace the Opening Ceremonies along with former Presidential Adviser on Rural Electrification, Fr. Francisco G. Silva.

Highlighting the event is the Lumens Awards with Energy Secretary Jose Rene D. Almendras as guest of honor and speaker. The Lumens recognizes the top performing electric cooperatives for year 2010 in aspects such as operational performance, collection efficiency, systems loss, level of energization, power accounts and amortization payments. 
Administrator Bueno will give an executive report including critical issues and concerns as well policies and directions of the Rural Electrification Sector. Meanwhile, Philippine Electricity Market Corporation President Melinda Ocampo, Energy Secretary Josefina Patricia Asirit , Energy Regulatory Commission Executive Director Francis Juan and Philippine Independent Power Producers Association President Ernesto Pantangco have already confirmed their attendance as speakers of the conference.

Among the topics to be discussed during the three-day conference include Power Industry Environment (Energy Reform Agenda; Regulatory Compliances of Distribution Utilities; The Electricity Spot Market); Independent Power Producers Programs (PIPPA and its Programs; The New Programs of Aboitiz Power; New Investments of SMEC); Updates on the Transmission and Distribution Sectors (Transmission Development Plan and Ancillary Services; Corporate Governance and Best Practices in Managing an Electric utility Business); Electric Cooperative Showcases (Preparing ECs for Open Access; Updates on Power Supply Program; Consortium and Joint Partnership with Private Sector; 1-CARE Update); ECs as Business-Oriented Institutions (Performance Governance System for ECs; The Benefit of Micro-Financing in Rural Development); Continuing Advocacy in Rural Electrification (In Defense of Rural Electrification; and Interaction with the NEA Board of Administrators – Policies/Directions from Energy Secretary Almendras).###
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